SUMMARY Families of clients under the care of the probation service are at significantly higher risk of experiencing a cot death or a stillbirth than the general public. Pregnant women in the immediate families of clients under the care of the probation service should be identified to health service personnel involved in their antenatal and postnatal care in an effort to avert unnecessary deaths.
The present study was undertaken to ascertain whether sudden infant death syndrome was more common in infants whose parents were under the care of the probation service. This followed a casual enquiry from a probation officer to one of us (EP) for information regarding cot death as several cases had been noted within the local service over the preceding year.
The work of the probation service is predominantly with offenders and their families. Home Office probation statistics for 1984 revealed that nationally some 147 000 people were under the care of the probation service on the census day (31 December 1984 ', using combinations of various factors present at the birth of the child. Their use, however, remains controversial; the multicentre study acknowledged the discriminatory power of the at birth risk scoring system of Carpenter et all' but remarked on its low sensitivity and specificity.5 The cost-benefit ratio of scoring systems also remains an area of debate. '2 A client group comprising those on probation has an undoubted preponderance of the factors associated with high incidence of cot deaths. High risk at birth scores could be expected from such mothers.
Methods
The initial study was conducted in the Cleveland 146 probation service in April 1985. All probation officers in the service were asked to review their records to provide details of the number of births t4nd cot deaths that occurred to female clients on probation or to the wife, common law wife, or girlfriend of a male client on probation during the calendar year 1984.
After 
